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A NOTE FROM THE REVEREND ANDREW AVERY 

Today (Wednesday) is St Swithun’s Day (also spelled 

Swithin’s) and yes, it is raining, so are we in for 40 days and 

nights of rain? I hope not! I mentioned to someone that it is St 

Swithun’s Day and the first thing they said was that they hoped it would 

not rain. We all seem to know and remember the old sayings which 

became traditions, but we do not always know where they come from. 

Do you know why on this day we hope it will not rain and where that 

came from? In the 9th century Swithun was a Bishop of Winchester and 

an advisor to the King in Wessex, Egbert. He was a gentle and humble 

man, living a life of simplicity and holiness and made it clear that when 

he died he didn’t want a big shrine just a simple burial. When he died 

this happened and he had a simple grave.  

I wonder what each of us would want to be 

remembered for … 

However, the new Bishop, Ethelwold, decided that he would move Swithun’s remains into the new Cathedral in 

Winchester against all advice, in order for him to have a fancy shrine. He was told that moving his remains would 

bring terrible storms. Apparently, it rained for 40 days! 

What a shame that this man appears only to be remembered for the legend that surrounds the events after his 

death – the rain and the storms! He was a holy man who lived a simple life, loving and serving God.  

I wonder what each of us would want to be remembered for – a funny person? A hard worker? A sportsman? … 

or, or, or? Since we have been in lockdown Carol and I have conducted 24 funerals – each family shared memories 

of their loved ones and what they will be remembered for and shared what they will miss most.  

When my father died, he was preaching from the pulpit and that was the headline on the BBC World News 

“Preacher dies in Pulpit”. His sermon was then published in the town magazine reaching some 6,000 people. It 

was on Pentecost Sunday and the sermon was sharing the blessings of the Holy Spirit and how heaven came 

down to Earth on that first Pentecost. I will never forget the day my father died, and I guess neither will those 

people who were in Holy Trinity Church, Llandrindod Wells on that day. I have many memories of him but for 

many who never knew him personally, they will remember him because of the ‘news’ and also for reading his 

sermon. His last sermon reached the entire town and thanks to the BBC World News, his death reached much 

further! I hope that he will be remembered for the message in his sermon, that he never got to finish preaching 

– that through God’s love for the world he sent his son Jesus that we might be in a right relationship with him.  

                             So if we believe the old saying:  

                                           If on St Swithun's day it really pours  

            You're better off to stay indoors                    

             Then we had better stay indoors! 

READINGS FOR 
SUNDAY 19TH JULY 

Genesis 28: 10 - 19 

Psalm 139: 1 – 11, 23 - 24 

Romans 8: 12 - 25 

Gospel Reading for today: 

Matthew 13: 24  - 30, 36 - 43 
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I would rather consider the Collect for St Swithun’s day and suggest we all pray 

it instead: 

Almighty God by whose grace we celebrate the feast of your servant St 

Swithun: 

Grant that, as he governed with gentleness the people committed to his care,  

So, we rejoicing in our Christian inheritance,  

May always seek to build up your Church in unity and love. 

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

Who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God now and forever, Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

 

 

For our Prayers this 

week 

Those who are sick: 

Mick Lock, Carol Highe, Bev 

Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, 

Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, 

Lorraine Highe, Jean Everett,   

Darren Burgess & Karen Quinn 

 

 

Contact Us:    Stanground & Farcet C of E Churches 
 
CHURH OFFICE: 01733 891003 │stangroundchurch@gmail.com – Virtually open Mon – Fri 9 am – 12 noon 

Rev Andrew Avery PRIEST IN CHARGE: 01733 713706 │07976 523554 │revavery@hotmail.co.uk 

Rev Carol Avery PIONEER PRIEST: 01733 713706 │07976 523555 │carolavery131@gmail.com 

 

 

Also find us on:                                Facebook                                     Instagram                              Website 
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Making Lunch Project 

To those who have signed up 

to volunteering to help with 

this project, can you contact 

the office please. We need to 

arrange sending some forms 

to be signed and organise 

training.  

For those who would like to 

help it’s not too late! It will 

involve some online training, 

and we would love you to be 

involved. Please contact 

the office for more info. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Mary’s Child and parish pantry. 

We are blessed this week to have received a £100 gift  

from the local Lions for our work in the Community,  

and donations of food from Greenhithe. 

We are so grateful too for all the ongoing gifts of food  

and money that you have been giving so faithfully  

over the past weeks. We are so pleased that the        Reg Charity No.1187206 

number of people needing support is now reducing, and we continue to 

work with other agencies to resolve difficult situations for some families.  

We are always in need of tinned Fray Bentos pies, tinned corned beef 

and ham, tinned vegetables and tinned fruit. We use cash to buy fresh 

milk, bread and fruit. Please continue to pray for all those struggling at 

this time.  With many thanks, Carol 

 

                                    You should have all 

                                          received an email  

                                          or letter concerning 

                                          the re-opening of  

                                          Churches. It would 

be really helpful if as many of you as 

possible respond to the 2 questions asked 

so we can have a constructive conversation 

with the  churchwardens.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 
Next Sunday 26th July will be 

a YouTube Service. This will 

be going live at 11 am.  

We will follow this with a 

Coffee and chat zoom. 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 


