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Dear Friends 

A very Happy and Blessed Easter to you all 

Alleluia, He is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What familiar words, but in a very unfamiliar situation. Our journey through Holy Week comes to a climax 

today, Easter Day, as we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection. There have been spiritual and emotional highs 

and lows this week, and no doubt each of us can reflect and identify a high and a low. 

Some of us will be up at sunrise to get the first glimpse of the sun as we celebrate that amazing morning in 

the garden. Sadly, we aren’t able gather together at our garden outside St Michael’s church, but we will, 

on-line at least, meet with fellow disciples to welcome Easter Day, Resurrection Day, to shout aloud that 

Christ is Risen! 

For many years Carol and I have got up early and gathered around a fire, lit the Easter candle, and through 

fellowship, word and sacrament we met with our risen Lord. When we realised that this year would be 

different and that the restrictions placed on all of us, it meant that we could have a lie-in! But why would 

we? It is one of those moments, at sunrise (something I first experienced in St Albans Abbey in 1972), that 

we can share something of those emotions experienced by Mary and Peter outside the tomb in the garden. 

“We have seen the Lord”. What better way to start a new day, a new life, than to be ‘the first’ to meet with 

Christ. 

I don’t think that any of us have ever experienced the situation that the Coronavirus restrictions impose. 

Words like ‘unprecedented’ have been bandied about quite freely, but it is true – this situation is without 

precedent. In times of national crisis people would often go to the church to pray, to receive comfort and 

pray for hope. Sadly, our church buildings are closed, but the church is very much open! Apart from 

meeting on-line on Sundays for an act of collective worship, many people from our churches pray for one 
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another and for the world. Carol and I meet friends on-line from all over the country for daily prayer at 9, 

12, 6 and 9. It is a time to be in fellowship with one another but also to pray to God’s world and his 

creation, for the church and for our own communities. Back in January we introduced Prayer and care 

Partnerships, and again at the beginning of this crisis we encouraged those with partnerships to join in. 

When we pray together, we join in with ‘the whole company of angels’ in giving God the glory and 

celebrating the Risen Christ and encouraging one another in our faith. Isolation and loneliness can be a 

terrible thing but knowing that someone cares for you and prays for you is such an encouragement, and it 

works both ways. As Carol and I ring around the congregations and friends and families we have such a 

sense that we are just one in a long line of people that call. There is a sense of community coming 

together, a caring for one another and a commitment to each other.  

When Jesus met his disciples in that locked room after his resurrection, he greeted them with those 

familiar words, ‘Peace be with you’. Not only did he offer peace to his disciples he also breathed on them 

and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’. 

So, at the strange Eastertide, one that we will all remember, we would like to say to all of friends: 

May the peace of our risen Lord be with you, and may you 

receive his Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Our Prayers: 

Please pray for those who are sick and their families: 
Mick Lock, David Hodgson, Carole Highe, Bev 
Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, Colin Wise and Walter 
Ringham. 

 Please pray for those who have died and 
their families:  
Karen Cowne, Wieslaw Zielenow, Joyce 
Jankovskis, Joy North (Val Wards 
Mother) and Patricia Ringham 

 

 

The Parish Nurse is available on Tuesday this week, as Monday is a Bank Holiday. She 

cannot do home visits but is certainly able to offer support over the phone for those 

who need it. She can be contacted on 07748 974087  

or email: stangroundparishnurse@gmail.com 
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