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Readings for Sunday 24th May 2020 

Acts 1: 6 - 14 

Psalm 68: 1 – 10, 32 - End 

1 Peter 4: 12 – 14; 5: 6 - 11 
 

John 17: 1 - 11 

Jesus prays for his followers 

1 After Jesus said these things he looked toward heaven. Jesus prayed, “Father, the time has come. Give glory to 

your Son so that the Son can give glory to you. You gave the Son power over all people so that the Son could five 

eternal life to all those people you have given to him. And this is eternal life: that men can know you, the only true 

God, and that men can know Jesus Christ, the one you sent. I finished the work you gave me to do. I brought you 

glory on earth. And now, Father, give me glory with you. Give me the glory I had with you before the world was 

made.  

You gave me some men from the world. I have shown them what you are like. Those men belonged to you, and you 

gave them to me. They have obeyed your teaching. Now they know that everything you gave me comes from you. I 

gave these men the teachings that you gave me. They accepted those teachings. They know that I truly came from 

you. I pray for them now. I am not praying for the people in the world. But I am praying for those men you gave me, 

because they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And my glory is shown through these men. Now I 

am coming to you. I will not stay in the world now. But these men are still in the world. Holy Father, keep them safe. 

Keep them safe by the power of your name (the name you gave me), so that they will be one, the same as you and I 

are one.  
 

  

We have been doing church differently now since 15th March and this Sunday is the 10th Sunday we have been 

unable to meet physically in one of our church buildings. The life of the church, along with all of our lives, is different 

– different in so many ways but not all for the worse. There probably have been far more conversations during the 

weeks, between individuals that did not happen before. I know that is true for me, as I have lovely conversations 

with people with whom I normally just have a quick chat over coffee. But one of the greatest joys that has emerged 

during these 10 weeks has been the way in which our congregations have come together in generosity. As Carol has 

written we, as a church, under the umbrella of Mary’s Child (Peterborough), have been responding to the needs of 

many vulnerable families and individuals. Rarely has a day gone by when someone hasn’t turned up at the vicarage 

with a bag of food or an envelope with money in it, and even trays of plants! Only this morning (Wednesday) a lovely 

couple from the village tapped on the door and left a bag of food for the parish pantry – a couple I didn’t know and 

not from any of our churches.  

Do you remember that encounter Elijah had with the widow from Zarephath in 1 Kings 17, when Elijah asked for 

some water and a little bread? She had only enough oil and flour to make one small loaf of bread for her son and 

herself – she was encouraged to trust in God and made some bread for Elijah and went home. Her jar of flour and 

her jug of oil never ran dry. (May I urge you to read 1 Kings 17 and be blessed by God’s continued provision). It’s a bit 

like that with the resources for the parish pantry and the bank account. There always seems to be enough for the 

needs of that week, from our pantry and enough money to buy fresh food and milk. Something that we thank God 

for every day. So, …  

THANK YOU ALL for your generosity 

THANK YOU ALL for your prayers 

THANK GOD for his abundant blessings. May God continue to bless those in need in our community. 
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Thy Kingdom Come 

We are now into the week of prayer for Thy Kingdom Come. I hope you are all making good 
use of the resources and joining in with our daily prayer pattern. I hope also that families are 
able to join in with the family resources as well – so important to join in prayer with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ not only in our own community but also throughout the world.  

 

 

Pentecost Sunday 31st May 

We are doing something slightly different for Pentecost. We are recording a  

service which will involve people from all of our churches, and we will play it 

on Pentecost Sunday through YouTube.  

Many churches are using this medium for their services each week, whereas  

we use Zoom, but for Pentecost it means that more people can be involved  

 with less opportunities for technological failures! During the service we will be lighting candles and we ask each 

of you to have a candle/tealight handy along with a match/lighter.  

Carol and I will be celebrating the Eucharist in St Michael’s, as part of the video, which is within the current 

regulations but unfortunately, we are unable to offer this to everyone. The link into YouTube will be sent on 

Saturday 30th May, as a link for you to simply click on.  

There will still be a Coffee & Chat afterwards this will be sent as normal.  

If you have not visited the Stanground & Farcet Churches YouTube channel, you are missing out! – Carol’s 

weekly reflections are there, as well as Heidi’s twice weekly stories for children – this Tuesday Heidi had a huge 

umbrella and raincoat whilst the sun was shining! Guess what the story was about?  

David Hodgson 

It was with great sadness that we have to share with you the death of our dear friend David on Tuesday 19th May 

2020. Always happy with a ready smile, never complaining even though he was often in a great deal of pain. 

David loved his church, was confirmed by Bishop Stephen of Ely, and took great pride in serving on the altar as 

crucifer, reading scripture and above all singing hymns, also a regular at Friday morning prayer in St. Michael’s. 

As part of St. John’s congregation he was on the welcome team and kept our candles filled with oil. 

God bless you David loved by all who knew you, you will be missed -  Rest in Peace 

                                                                                      

 

Stanground Parish Hall:  

At present the Church Hall is still locked and no access is allowed. However 
once we are allowed back in the building all Church Hall bookings need to 
continue to come through the Church Office. To streamline the 
administration in the office, the Parish Hall now has it’s own email address. 
Any bookings or enquiries regarding the Parish hall need to be emailed to:  
stangroundparishhall@gamil.com or call the Church Office on 01733 891003 

                              

Parish Nurse 

If anyone would like to talk to me, then do contact me. I am available on a Monday. I can’t do home visits, but I 
am certainly able to offer support over the phone for those who need it.  

 

07748 974087 or email: stangroundparishnurse@gmail.com 

 

Please pray for the following who are sick and their families: Mick Lock, Carole Highe,  

Bev Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, Lorraine Highe and Jean Everett.  

Please pray for those who have died and their families:  

Patricia & Walter Ringham, Lynne Hillier and David Hodgson 
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