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A HOMILY FROM THE REVEREND KEVIN FITZGIBBON 

As a parent or a Grandparent whenever your child says the 

words, ‘Just say yes’, you know that the answer is going to be 

NO, and they know that the answer is going to be NO, but 

they are going to ask anyway because they really want 

whatever it is. The desired thing is usually something that won’t be 

good for them, but they are never embarrassed about keeping on 

asking.  

In our astonishing gospel reading for today Jimmy and Johnny (I am 

giving them their childish names), two of Jesus’ grown-up disciples, 

try on Jesus the just say yes tactic. ‘Teacher’, they say, ‘we want you to 

do for us whatever we ask’. ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’, Jesus replies. ‘Grant us to sit one on your 

right and one on your left in your glory’, they say. How brazen is that! Give us the best two places in your 

kingdom. James and John, the sons of Zebedee already have the privilege of being in Jesus’ core leadership 

group with Peter, and as members of it they have been invited to see things the other disciples have not, for 

example, Jesus’ transfiguration where they saw his glory and heard God’s voice. Perhaps they were trying to 

get one over on Peter and enhance their own status. I find it so authentic and encouraging that scripture 

reflects our human nature so transparently, these super saints are just like us, looking out for our own 

interests and putting ourselves before others.  

 

To be great in God’s service you must be the servant of all… 

 

Another encouraging thing here is that we might expect Jesus to throw the book at them, after all they have 

been with him for three years and still, they don’t get it, but he doesn’t. The good news is that he never throws 

the book at us either, and he knows exactly what goes on in our heads and sometimes comes out of our mouths 

when it shouldn’t. Rather Jesus takes time to patiently teach them and us about the path to glory and the 

cost of greatness.  

Jesus tells them the path to glory is the way of the cross, the way of costly devotion to the purposes of 

God. The cup of suffering and destiny he tells them that he must drink, and he asks them, ‘can you drink this 

cup?’ ’Yes,’ they say, ‘we can’. We need to be very careful how we answer Jesus’s challenging questions. The 

way of discipleship for us too is the way of the cross and we should count the cost before we sign up glibly.  

Jesus calls all the disciples together and teaches them about greatness. To be great in God’s service you 

must be the servant of all as he himself demonstrates. He came to serve and give his life as a ransom for 

many. Humble service is the mark of greatness, what a tough call, and it is God who decides who gets the best 

seats, but the amazing reality is, All the seats are fantastic.  

 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR 
SUNDAY  

    17TH OCTOBER 

    Job 38: 1 – 7 

    Hebrews 5: 1 - 10 

    Gospel Reading:  

    Mark 10: 35 - 45 
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For our prayers this week 

Those who are sick: Carol Highe, Mary Ames, 

Marie Le-Hair, Karen Quinn, Joan Pawlak, Kath 

Davies, Carmen Chapman, John Mullen and 

Doreen Spires 
 

For the families of those who have died:  

Terry Gedge, Terry Howell, Florence Tuke, Terry 

Rogalla, Brenda White & Christine Clipston 

 Home Visits & Pastoral Care: Please let Andrew 

or Carol know if you or someone you know would like 

a phone call or visit from them. They pray each day 

for those who are unwell, so do let them know of 

anyone who should be included. Unfortunately, 

Hospital visits and care home visits are still restricted 

due to COVID but hopefully this should be relaxed 

before too long.  
We are so excited to announce that Mary’s Child is  

in the customer vote for a Tesco Community Grant! 

It’s a scheme which gives community projects like us 

grants of up to £1,500. Starting on 1st October 

anyone shopping in the following stores: 

PETERBOROUGH EXTRA, PE7 8BD 

PETERBOROUGH METRO, PE1 1TA 

PETERBOROUGH EXP, PE2 9PJ 

HAMPTON VALE EXP, PE7 8NJ 

STANGROUND EXP, PE28 RJ 

WISTOW WAY. ORTON EXP, PE2 6XN 

during October, November & up to 31st December 

can cast a vote using a token, to decide how much 

funding we get, so please support us next time you 

shop at Tesco! 

To find out more go to: 

www.tesco.com/communitygrants 

                                          The next Choir practise is  

                                           on Monday 18th October  

                                           at St John’s Church. We  

                                           will start at  7 pm and we 

                                           would love to welcome 

you if you enjoy singing.  

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 It’s that time of year when the Children’s 

Society boxes need to come back in. Please 

can you return them to Alice Setchfield at St 

John’s or hand them to Jackie Ashley at St 

Michael’s. These need to be in no later than 

31st October. Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for today 

God, our light and our salvation, 

Illuminate our lives, 

That we may see your goodness in 

the land of the living, 

And looking on your beauty may 

be changed into the likeness of 

 Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

                                               The Remembrance  

                                               Service at St Mary’s  

                                               Church will be held on  

                                               Sunday 14th November  

                                               at 10.45 am.  

http://www.tesco.com/communitygrants?fbclid=IwAR2p66-6AaFRq4haBlg_GEQjYVca7P5RaZ3G023K0EMM29v6Moo-KBm6jrI


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY’S CHILD 

WEEKLY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have been supporting: 

A family whose 18-month-old Child is in hospital very sick with pneumonia. Mum needed food in 

the hospital and the rest of the family needed food as their Universal Credit has been re-assessed 

leaving them very short of money. This is a family of 7.   

A mum whose children go to a Stanground School, but she has been rehoused by the council into 

Parnwell. She is spending over £50 a week taking her children to school on the bus each day, 

leaving her very short of money for food and other essentials. We will be appealing her case to get 

her moved nearer to the school. She has 3 children.  

A man who has no recourse to public funds but has been stuck in this country due to COVID. He is 

not getting any money to live on at the moment (like other NRPF people, he normally gets just £30 

a week for food/clothes/toiletries and any other living expenses). 

A young man trying to re-adjust to life after being homeless.  

All these people have been given a weeks’ worth of tinned and dried food that has generously been 

donated along with fresh milk, bread, fruit & veg courtesy of Morrisons.  
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