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Readings for Sunday 31st May 2020 

Acts 2: 1 - 21 

Psalm 104: 26 – 36, 37b or Psalm 104: 26 - End 

1 Corinthians 12: 3b – 13 
 

John 7: 37 - 39 

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come 

to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.’ By 

this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not 

been given, since Jesus had no yet been glorified.  
 

  

OH DEAR! I am not a political person and try very hard not to get involved in things political but for the last 3 

months or so we have all been trying to follow the advice and guidance that comes from the government and the 

diocese, but the news this week has been dominated by the actions of one man (and I am sure we each have our 

own view on that).  

Some years ago, many Christian churches and individuals caught onto the acronym WWJD – What Would Jesus Do? 

There were car stickers, wrist bands and T-shirts each challenging the reader to ask what does WWJD mean? I am 

sure that some of you may even still have a wrist band somewhere in a drawer.  

I read a book a little while ago, and picked it off the shelf again this week, called Do what Jesus Did. It seems to turn 

the WWJD into an action for all Christians, not just to ask what Jesus would do but to go a step further and actually 

do what he did. Have you ever thought that our lives should reflect Christ’s ministry? When we are empowered by 

God’s Holy Spirit, and especially considering that this Sunday we celebrate Pentecost – the coming and empowering 

of the Holy Spirit, then our lives and all that we do should reflect God’s love into this world. Our Christian lives 

should be lives of action for Christ. 

Do you remember how Jesus concluded his parable of the Good Samaritan? (Luke 10: 25 -37) - “Go and do likewise”. 

What is our response to that?  

Here’s just a couple of reasons why we should ‘go and do likewise’: 
 

1. Jesus told us; not a suggestion, not advice but a direct instruction. It is an unequivocal direction to go and do 
likewise. 

2. It encourages a practical faith; how often when we get bogged down in theory and theology, do we lose 
sight of the practical implication of our faith. By going and doing likewise we can share our faith, the Gospel, 
and the love of God. 

3. We can experience the Gospel; when we show the sacrificial and extravagant love of the Samaritan, we are 
able to experience the sacrificial and extravagant love that God shows us through Jesus life, death and 
resurrection. ‘He did it for us, so we do it for others’.  

 

So, this week (and every week) let our lives be dominated by the action of one man – Jesus. Let those around us be 

always questioning our actions and ask why we are doing these things, so we can truly say that we are doing what 

Jesus did. 
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‘A loving heart in our community’ 
 

Ongoing thanks to all who are helping us as the churches in Stanground and Farcet support the COVID-19 
Community Response. Each Tuesday, Andrew and I are delivering food, toiletries, nappies , medicines etc to 
vulnerable people  and families. We have 3 families (adults with several children) at the moment who have zero 
income due to administrative issues/changes in the benefit system. They need practical support but also some TLC 
because on top of being in lockdown with young children, they find it very hard to have to ask for help and all have 
complex situations and children with special needs. The individuals that need support are also struggling in various 
ways.  
All are so grateful for help and we are working with the council, Social Services etc to get additional support for 
families where necessary. This virus has caused disruption in so many ways to so many people. Peterborough council 
too are so grateful for all that you are doing.  
One of our evening prayer readings this week was from the first letter of St John :  
 

‘This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, 
how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth.’ 
 

As a church we are indeed showing our loving heart in our community by helping those in material need through 
loving actions. We pray that we will be continually guided by God to show His love in the world  
Thanks to everyone! 
 

Mary’s Child working with our Parish Pantries 
As a charity we have now set up a Bank Account for Mary’s Child Peterborough, at 
present it is a temporary account and we cannot accept cheques but if anyone would like 
to make a donation here are the details: Account Name: Marys Child P'borough, Account 

Number: 00317766 Sort Code: 08-71-99. As soon as we have a permanent account and 
can accept Cheques, we will let you all know. If anyone is thinking of making a donation, 
we are running short of baked beans, pies and pasta sauces. These would be our priority 
items please. We are always grateful for cash donations to which enables us to buy fresh 
food.  
We were able to do another emergency delivery of food etc to a family of 7 on 
Wednesday! They will get food bank delivery over next few days but they were 
desperate. 
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Parish Nurse 

Over the last few weeks as Parish Nurse I have felt an increase in clarity on what is to be valued in life and what 
we can really do without.  
I have realised how much I am missing doing face to face visits and have become very aware of the limitations of 
the telephone, although invaluable in many ways at this time, our feelings are conveyed through our faces and 
read so well by those who know us.  
I have also been thinking of David Hodgson with great fondness and remembering the gratitude he always had for 
life despite his own real challenges. He will be greatly missed. I think this time will be a time of growth for many of 
us.  
If anyone would like to talk to me, then do contact me. I am available on a Monday. I can’t do home visits, but I 
am certainly able to offer support over the phone for those who need it.  
 

07748 974087 or email: stangroundparishnurse@gmail.com 
 

Please pray for the following who are sick and their families: Mick Lock, Carole Highe,  

Bev Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, Lorraine Highe, Jean Everett and Rodney Cullingford. 

Please pray for those who have died and their families:  

Patricia & Walter Ringham, Lynne Hillier and David Hodgson. 
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