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Readings for Sunday 17th May, 2020 

Acts 17: 22 - 31 

Psalm 66: 7 - End 

1 Peter 3: 13 - End 
 

John 14: 15 - 21 

Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will come 

15 “If you love me, obey my commands. I will ask the Father. And he will give you another friend to help you to be 

with you forever. That friend is the Spirit of truth. The world can’t accept him. That’s because the world does not see 

him or know him. But you know him. He lives with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you like children who 

don’t have parents. I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore. But you will see me. Because 

I live, you will live also. On that day you will realise that I am in the Father. You will know that you are in me, and I 

am in you. Anyone who has my commands and obeys them loves me. My Father will love the one who loves me. I 

too will love them. And I will show myself to them.” 

 

 

Exciting times ahead:  I know we are still in strange and uncertain times but there is light on the horizon – 

the Light of Christ! On Thursday, the church celebrates Ascension Day, and ordinarily we would have a service of 

Holy Communion. Sadly, we cannot do that, but we can all pray the collect for the day: 
 

Risen Christ, 

You have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven; 

Help us to seek and serve you, 

That we may join you at the Father’s side, 

Where you reign with the Spirit in glory 

Now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

…and in praying this prayer may we truly find the risen Christ and serve Him continually. 
 

And there is more! On Sunday 31st May, that’s just two weeks away, we celebrate Pentecost, the sending of 

the light and fire of the Holy Spirit. We hope to do something slightly different on the Sunday morning to celebrate 

this amazing event and we pray that each one of us will be re-ignited with the fire of His love. More details next 

week. 

 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global wave of Prayer for more people  

to come to know the love and peace of Jesus Christ 

May 21st – May 31st 2020 

 

We had planned a number of activities for these eleven days but the virus has meant that plans change, BUT we 

can still be involved – ALL of us! 
 

So … from the comfort of our own homes we can ‘light up the world in prayer’. We must remember that Jesus is 

the light of the world and we are called to be the light of the world as we bear His image.  



Every day at 9am, noon, 6pm and 9pm Carol and I, along with others who can join us on Zoom, pray the Daily 

Offices and in our prayers, we pray for the world, for the church and for individuals. During the Thy Kingdom 

Come 11 days of prayer, we will be lighting a candle at each of these times and putting it in one of our windows, 

with the Thy Kingdom Come logo alongside.  

Please join in with this practice of lighting a candle and spending a few moments in prayer in joining in with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Should you wish to join us via Zoom at any of the times please send me an email and you can be included. 

Many of you already pray for each other as part of your Prayer and Care Partnerships, so please continue to do so. 

During this time, maybe you would like to ring your partnerships, or indeed someone else who you ring regularly, 

and light a candle and pray with them at an agreed time. 
 

Remember – this is an international initiative and our prayers are joining in with Christians all over the world. 

Many of us have friends and family in different part of the world. This map may help you pray for those people 

and their countries. You may like to mark the map with a  to show where your friends and family live, and as you 

light your candle you may wish to pray that God’s Kingdom will come in that part of the world and into their lives. 

 

 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A note from the Parish Nurse:  

This week I’ve continued to telephone about 10 people that I’m aware of, to offer support and to see if they have 
any practical needs that I can help with. I have also had a Zoom meeting with other Parish Nurses in the area to 
see how they are managing the current situation.  
The overriding concern from the meeting was for the many lonely and isolated people who might be suffering at 
this time. The power of sharing how we feel with others can help tremendously in easing such feelings, so please 
do get in touch rather than struggle on your own. Do continue to ring each other as you have been doing as this 
really can make such a difference.  Take care. Sarah  
If anyone would like to talk to me, then do contact me. I am available on a Monday. I can’t do home visits but I am 
certainly able to offer support over the phone for those who need it.  

07748 974087 or email: stangroundparishnurse@gmail.com 
 

 

Please pray for the following who are sick and their families: Mick Lock, David Hodgson,  

Carole Highe, Bev Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, Lorraine Highe and Jean Everett.  

Please pray for those who have died and their families:  

Patricia & Walter Ringham and Lynne Hillier. 
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‘Marys Child’ 

‘Marys Child’ is a charity that came into being as a response to the need for support for 

many people, during our ministry in Greenhithe, Stone and Dartford. Our churches 

there joined together to provide food, toiletries and household items, as well as legal 

and pastoral support, forming ‘Marys Child’, registered charity 1187206. Over three 

years we helped hundreds of struggling families. 

 

The aim of ‘Marys Child’ is to provide love, care and support for vulnerable individuals and families, taking 

the love of God into our communities in practical ways to help them flourish. It tells of God’s love through 

actions, not words. 

 

We now hope to form ‘Marys Child – Peterborough’, formed from the three churches in Stanground and 

Farcet. The ‘Parish Pantries’ are the most obvious outworking of this work, but we have also provided legal 

support to a mum and her children and helped other vulnerable people through our involvement with the 

Peterborough Council Covid-19 Support Group.  As ‘Marys Child’ is a registered charity it is able to access 

charitable funding that is not available to churches alone, and it means we can also work in partnership 

with other churches, community partners, charities – in other words we can do more to help the 

vulnerable in many ways. 

 

This week we have secured a £200 grant from another Charity called Transforming Lives for Good (TLG), 

and the money should arrive in the main Stanground PCC bank account by Friday.  We must spend the 

money on more food parcels that are called ‘boxes of hope’ but we also include our own information and 

contact details. 

 

It is hard to express the gratitude from the people that you have been helping over the past few weeks.  

One man, who we delivered food to for the first time on Tuesday, was in tears as he received his food 

parcel with love from our churches and he rang again in tears to thank us all this Wednesday morning. 

 

God’s love in Action literally changes and transforms lives and brings hope and love into the darkness of 

this world. 

 

Thank you all so much for the donations of food and money that keeps coming 

in.  This week we delivered to 6 vulnerable individuals and one family that had 

just had a new baby very early and are in very difficult circumstances. All were so 

grateful! 

 

Thank you also for your continued prayers for this valuable ministry in 

our Benefice. 

 


