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A NOTE FROM THE REVEREND CAROL AVERY 

We live in strange and difficult times. The Covid-19 virus has 

brought such disruption and worry to so many people and everything 

has seemed rather upside down.  

And yet, as the bible tells us, “the steadfast love of the Lord endures 

forever” and God’s love has certainly surrounded and helped us all in 

these difficult days.  

And what has struck me the most has been how our communities have 

all pulled together. Certainly, here in Peterborough so many people 

have volunteered to help others, all the various faith groups, and other 

agencies, all to the common end of working as one and helping as 

many people as possible.  

We need to be people who pray constantly for the love 

of God to fall on all people, so that hearts and minds 

can be changed.  

 

Now our prayers need to turn to the future, a life that will be different, hopefully in many ways. Wouldn’t it be 

amazing if the love, compassion, and collaboration that has been demonstrated over these past few months 

could carry on? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the world really did become a world that was full of kindness and 

care and everyone loved one another! Just as Jesus came and showed us.   

We need to be people who pray constantly for the love of God to fall on all people so that hearts and minds can 

be changed. We cannot change the evils of the past – slavery, racial and gender inequality, poverty, 

oppression… I could go on. But we need to learn from the past and move forward in new and better ways.  

 

We are so blessed to know that we have a God who loves us, and we need to find ways of telling 

others. In the midst of this pandemic our ministry has been so different and much of our care has been 

through phone calls and zoom meetings, letters and socially distanced visits.  

But God’s love has also been shown through the amazing gifts of food, toiletries etc. Please do recognize that 

your gifts have changed lives, your gifts have brought hope, your gifts have shown the love of God to the people 

who can’t get out for food because their health is so poor, or have not one penny of money or any food because 

of problems in the benefits system, people who had felt that nobody cared.  

This is the true work of God: caring and sharing for the stranger, those in need, and this work of caring and 

sharing will continue as we move into an even more unprecedented time of recession.  

READINGS FOR 
SUNDAY 28TH JUNE 

Genesis 22: 1 – 14 

Psalm 13 

Romans 6: 12 – End 

Gospel Reading for today 

Matthew 10: 40 – End 
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One of my favorite songs is “Faithful One” which helps us to remember 

that no matter what we face God is faithful and is our anchor in the 

storm of life 

You are my Rock 

In times of trouble. 

You lift me up  

When I fall down. 

All through the storm 

Your love is the anchor 

My hope is in you alone 

 

 

I pray that we can indeed be lifted up by God, and that we can rely on 

God as we come through this storm. Hopefully as a new and spirit filled 

body of people committed to sharing God’s love with the word!                                           

 

Rev Carol 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For our Prayers this 

week 

Those who are sick: 

Mick Lock, Carol Highe, Bev 

Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, 

Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, 

Lorraine Highe, Jean Everett, 

Rodney Cullingford & Darren 

Burgess 

 

Those who have died and their 

families:  

Patricia & Walter Ringham, 

Lynne Hillier  

 

& David Hodgson  

Contact Us:    Stanground & Farcet C of E Churches 
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Parish Nurse 

Due to the Covid-19 situation Sarah has decided to take  

unpaid leave for a while, as she cannot do the job, she  

came to do. When ‘normal’ life resumes she will be back! Meanwhile we pray for her other 

role, which is nursing in a palliative care setting. We give thanks for Sarah and all that she 

does.  

If you need support or are aware of someone who does, do let us know and we will do what we can to point them in 

the right direction for support.  
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

Barrie’s Resignation 

Following the agreed announcement last week, Barrie & June have sent a farewell letter to everyone in the Benefice. 

This letter is attached at the end of this Newsletter.  

We are sure you would all join us as we offer them our prayers for their future.  

Rev Andrew & Rev Carol 



 

Barrie & June Swingler 

97, Woodhurst Rd,Stanground 

Peterborough PE2  8PQ 

 

barswing@virginmedia.com 

jswingler@ntlworld.com 

 

01733-566151 

 

Dear Friends at Farcet, Stanground and wherever else, (even Canada !), 

 

If we’d have know that our leaving was to be mentioned in last week’s Newsletter, we’d have perhaps prepared this little 

note for then …………….. 

 

……………………… but who’d have thought that after 20 years of love, of friendship, of sharing and caring, of laughter 

and tears, of good times and tough times and of good and faithful worship together as the Body of Christ at Farcet, and 7 

or 8 years in Stanground, and so close to what would have been Barrie’s ordination to the priesthood, that we’d have to 

send you all a letter of goodbye.  And it has to be a letter because we won’t be able to meet with you again in a church 

setting, even though we’re not moving home ! 

 

This is heart-breaking for us and it feels like a bereavement.  It is a bereavement: we’re having to say goodbye to our 

loved ones, and we both do love each and every one of you with a love that is strong and lasting.  The memory of you all 

and all the times within and around The Old Lady of Farcet, and in Stanground, too !, will be with us always.  We thank 

you especially for that great surge of love and support and prayer that accompanied Barrie up to his becoming a Deacon 

last September, after which glorious and life-changing event, all our thoughts and plans were centred on being with you all 

in love and service ‘until death us did part !’. 

 

Obviously, this farewell letter could go on and on as glowing and happy memories continue to flood our hearts and minds, 

and bring us tears, and we hope we can still share them with you as paths cross and phone lines hum in the coming 

future.  And early in that coming future, next year in fact, comes quite a special year for us.  Barrie will be 75, (June will be 

approaching 50!), and it will be our Ruby Wedding Anniversary.  AT LEAST ON ONE OF THESE DATES there will be a 

knees-up and a sharing of a packet of crisps in Farcet Club, (hopefully!), as per Barrie’s 70th, and this is your early 

invitation ……………….. !! 

 

May God Bless you and keep you, as individuals, as families, as the Body of Christ.  May He smile on all you do, and kiss 

you well.  May your love for Him grow and may He continue large in your life. May your faith continue to grow and flourish 

and may your hearts be glad in Him who loves us all.   

 

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you, and all those 

you love and pray for, this day and always, 

 

(and all our love, too !,) 

 

AMEN & AMEN.   Barrie and June 
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