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Readings for Sunday 7th June 2020 

Isaiah 40: 12 – 17, 27 - End 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13: 11 - End 
 

Matthew 28: 16 - 20 

The Great Commission 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, 

they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” 

  

Thank You to all of you who continue ring around, send emails and text messages and even Zoom to keep in 

touch with members of our churches – and of course families. And this week Carol and I had the privilege to sit in 

someone’s garden (at the appropriate distance) and had a cup of coffee and chat – little shoots of normality, but I 

fear that there is still a long way to go until we can meet together as congregations. 

I conducted a whole school collective worship this week (assembly in old money!). It was a rather strange experience 

– talking to the children, from the comfort of the Vicarage study, who were either in small ‘bubbles’ in school or at 

home. My talk was recorded here, sent by the beauty of technology to the school and played in classrooms and sent 

out via the internet to home schools. Whilst it was great to be able to continue to lead worship for children, it also 

saddened me to think of the loneliness and isolation that many of the children and families are faced with. Those 

children who can’t go to school, can’t play with their friends, can’t learn together. But we can still keep in touch! 

My assembly was on the theme of prayer and particularly how we pray, and I read a short prayer from a book called, 

‘Hello God, it’s me …’ by Beryl Bye. It wasn’t what you may think of as a prayer – it was a conversation with God, the 

most natural thing in the world to do, to have a conversation with God, to talk to Him about your day, how you are 

feeling and what you should do in certain situations. My guess is that, like me, when you think of ringing someone to 

see how they are you just launch into a conversation and away you go. That’s how prayer can be, just launch in and 

away you go – no kneeling, no set time, no fancy words, just you and God in conversation. 

So the next time you’re in the garden you may want to tell God what a great job he made of creation, as you smell 

the lavender or honeysuckle or watch the birds flitting about in and out of nests. Or when you make a cup of coffee, 

you may want to thank Him for the blessings you have of a home and a kettle. Or when the children have become 

irritated and argumentative, you may want to ask Him for some help. 

The prayer I read began, “Hello God, it’s me again. I know it’s been a little while, but I’ve been busy …”. 

My prayer is that none of us are ever too busy to talk to God. 

YouTube 

Thank you to everyone who gave feedback from last Sunday’s YouTube service. - it was all very positive. 
To date there have been 147 views of the service with over 100 on Sunday morning. 
This week we will be back on Zoom but hopefully will have more YouTube services soon. 
Don’t forget to look at Carol’s reflections on FB and YT and to share with your friends and groups. 
And don’t forget to look at the twice weekly Story Time with Heidi on FB and YT and to pass those onto your friends 
and families - these are great!" 
 

Rev Andrew Avery 
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First of all can I please pass on the thanks we have received this week from Wendi Ogle—Welbourne, the Corporate 

Director of Peterborough City Council and Cambs County Council, for all that you have done to support vulnerable 

people and families in this difficult time of Covid-19 and the Lockdown.   

So far, we have delivered over 55 food parcels, along with toiletries and other essentials.  We have also helped in 

other ways – clearing a garden, providing legal advice and signposting to other support, all in conjunction with 

Peterborough City Council who we seem to speak to daily at the moment. And in all that we do, we show the love 

and care of God in practical ways. 

Thanks too for all the little ‘goodies’ that go into the kindness bags. Jackie Ashley has made a variety of ‘kindness 

bags’ for adults and for babies and these are so appreciated. 

It’s strange how little touches are so important at the moment – this week a small packet of jelly sweets caused a 

very poorly lady such joy! For someone else (who had not eaten for 4 days when we were called to help) it was a 

little pack of jars of jam that caused total delight – ‘I can’t believe it’ he said. He was so excited at his bag of tins and 

cereals etc but the jam he had longed for, for so many weeks. 

It’s hard for some of us to understand just how hard life is for some people.  Not having the money or ability to 

choose or buy food, living on the most basic of everything, not eating so that you can feed your children; this is not 

‘living life in all its fullness’ as God Intended. We can’t solve all the problems, but we can bring a little love and joy 

into the darkness, as we show that we care and try to help people out of poverty. 

So please continue to bless others in this way and pray that we can find more funds. 

‘Make Lunch’ – an opportunity! 

In order to help food poverty* amongst children and families during the school holidays we are partnering with TLG 

(Transforming Lives for Good) to provide free meals and fun activities.  I will need to find significant funding, and we 

can’t start as yet due to the Coronavirus situation. 

However – we can use this summer to train a team of people who can help when we are able to start -possibly Oct 

2020. If anyone has a Food Hygiene Level 2 certificate that is very helpful, but we need others that can help us with 

activities, and organisation etc. as well as food preparation. Please pray about what part you could play. 

If you are interested, please email me or phone me – thank you! 

(*Parents of children lose all their free school meals in holidays, value £45 pw if you have 3 children, but many also 

suffer social isolation as well as poverty). 

Rev Carol Avery 

 

 
 

Parish Nurse 

If anyone would like to talk to me, then do contact me. I am available on a Monday. I can’t do home visits, but I 
am certainly able to offer support over the phone for those who need it.  
 

07748 974087 or email: stangroundparishnurse@gmail.com 
 

Please pray for the following who are sick and their families: Mick Lock, Carole Highe,  

Bev Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, Lorraine Highe, Jean Everett and Rodney Cullingford. 

Please pray for those who have died and their families:  

Patricia & Walter Ringham, Lynne Hillier and David Hodgson. 
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