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A NOTE FROM THE REVEREND AVERY 

8 MONTHS AGO, Carol and I were licensed into the Benefice of 

Stanground & Farcet – in some ways it seems an age away and at 

other times it is as if we have been here only a few moments. Who 

would have thought, or who could even have predicted, that the 

ministry we were called to would be a ministry of isolation and social 

distancing, a ministry of Zoom and other types of internet 

communication?  

Over the last 3 months I have reflected on my ministry as Priest-in-

Charge, looking back at the call to Stanground & Farcet, looking 

forward to developing ministry in these places, but more so, reflecting 

prayerfully on my calling as a priest. On Tuesday of this week was a 

funeral of a very dear friend of ours Revd Richard Dorrington; a man 

who was instrumental in discerning my call to ordination. Sadly, we 

were unable to attend his funeral, but as for many people there will be 

a memorial service next year which we hope to attend. As priests, we 

are called to be servants and shepherds and to perform many tasks; to proclaim the Word of the Lord, to be a 

messenger and a watchman, to be a steward of the Lord, to teach, to lead people through confusion, to lead 

worship, preside at the Lord’s table, to support the weak, defend the poor, to minister to the sick and dying and 

many more. But above all we are to tell the story of God’s love. 

 

As priests, we are called to be servants and shepherds and to perform many tasks 

 

Not all of these tasks are easy, some are very enjoyable, and some are not necessarily tasks that we would like 

to do, but in obedience to our callings we, with God’s help, carry out all those things necessary in our 

ministries. During the past 3 months the activities that we are engaged with have changed, our pattern of daily 

prayer has changed, the way we conduct funerals has changed, the way we keep in touch with people has 

changed but sharing the love of God has not changed.  

I am asked at least once a week when will the church be opened. The buildings are now available to be opened 

for individual prayer. We wait for further direction about when we can meet to worship together. We may not 

like waiting, we may not like the instructions we are given but we are all under authority and need to be 

obedient and patient.  

BUT the church is ALWAYS open.  

There may be some ‘things’ we can’t do, but as Christians we are always able to proclaim the word of the Lord, 

to tell others the story of God’s love and that does not depend on our buildings being open.  

So, in my time of reflection I realise that my ministry in Stanground & Farcet is not what I thought it may be. 

Within a few short months all of our lives have changed, and no doubt will continue to change as we move 
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Genesis 21: 8 – 21 

Psalm 86: 1 – 10, 16 – end 

Romans 6: 1 – 11 

Gospel Reading for today 

Matthew 10: 24 – 39 
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forward. The lives of our churches have changed, and I pray that as we 

look forward, we may all have a clearer sense of God’s purpose for us.  

This was sent to me via messenger this week, and I share it with you:  

Life is hard, 

But God provides. 

Life is unpredictable, 

But God guides. 

Life is unfair, 

But God cares. 

Life is a challenge, 

But God sustains. 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                   

 

 

 

 

For our Prayers this 

week 

Those who are sick: 

Mick Lock, Carol Highe, Bev 

Kitchen, Jack Cumberworth, 

Colin Wise, Marie Le-Hair, 

Lorraine Highe, Jean Everett, 

Rodney Cullingford & Darren 

Burgess 

 

Those who have died and their 

families:  

Patricia & Walter Ringham, 

Lynne Hillier  

 

& David Hodgson  

Contact Us:    Stanground & Farcet C of E Churches 
 
CHURH OFFICE: 01733 891003 │stangroundchurch@gmail.com – Virtually open Mon – Fri 9 am – 12 noon 

Rev Andrew Avery PRIEST IN CHARGE: 01733 713706 │07976 523554 │revavery@hotmail.co.uk 

Rev Carol Avery PIONEER PRIEST: 01733 713706 │07976 523555 │carolavery131@gmail.com 

 

                                                                    Sarah Dunn: 07748 974087 │stangroundparishnurse@gmail.com 

                                                                    Available Mondays. NO HOME VISITS ALLOWED UNDER CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES 

 

Also find us on:                                Facebook                                     Instagram                              Website 

                                                                         

 

                                                  

                                                         Copyright © 2020 Stanground & Farcet Churches. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Mary’s Child and parish pantry. 

Thank you all so much for your donations. The pantry is nicely stocked at the  
moment and some families and people are now able to manage without help  
which is good, though we continue to support several.  
This week we received a kind donation from a friend of £250, which will enable  
us to pay for the ‘make lunch’ project training etc. This will enable us to be ready 
to help feed children in school holidays once the government voucher scheme stops.  
Thanks for those who have already volunteered to help with this - more volunteers    Reg Charity No.1187206 

are welcome. We will also be helped by members of the Farcet Salvation Army. 

We may need to help some families with food, in the holidays, as there are many working families            

who don’t qualify for vouchers but who also struggle due to low incomes and this will be made worse this 

year because of the situation with furlough and redundancy.  

Thanks again to everyone - I wish I could record the words from the people you have helped as they are 
so grateful and thankful! 
Carol 
 

It is with sadness that I have to make the following announcement: 

“Following discussions with the Bishop over the past few months 

Revd Barrie Swingler has resigned his license as Assistant 

Curate in the Benefice of Stanground & Farcet. This means that he 

will not be ordained to the priesthood at Michaelmas. Barrie and 

June are currently looking for another church.” 

I am sure that you would join me in offering Barrie and June our 

prayers for the future.  


